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During this very eventful year, Linda and Jim did their best to prop up the ailing airline industry; passed a milestone 
birthday divisible by three primes; lost a family member; saw both children move to the left coast; and watched in dismay 
the disaster of November 2. More on our travels follows. 

Jim s Dad 

Jim s dad died on July 25 in Houston after a long decline due to complications of diabetes. See the obituary online. A 
particularly poignant moment illustrates the kind of man he was. The day before he died, Claire and Jim were in the room 
when Jim Sr. woke up and was lucid for a while. Jim started crying. His father tried to reach up to comfort him, but was 
unable to because of the bed restraints. On Sunday morning, many of us were in the hospital room listening to his labored 
breathing. Marion arrived about 9:30 and went to his side. She stroked his head and said, You don t need to struggle any 
more. He died quietly a few minutes later as though he d been waiting for her.  

Galapagos Islands 

After talking about it for years, we finally chose the Galapagos Islands for our 2004 Big Birding Trip. It was everything 
we expected: fascinating geology and history, very tame birds and animals, and unique species, such as the only flightless 
cormorant in the world. The birds are so tame that even we could get good photos close up. Other rarities include the only 
penguin that occurs in the Northern Hemisphere and the oldest post office in the Southern Hemisphere. Galapagos Sea 
Lions swam circles around us as we snorkeled. We have a longer write-up and a collection of photos on the web. 

Jim and Linda: Additional Travels 

 

New York: in March, Linda zipped up to the Big Apple for a quick visit and a couple of Broadway plays.  

 

Boise, ID: In April, our travels took us to Boise, ID, to visit our good friend Suzanne Woodcock. Highlights: 
Common Ravens cavorting over a canyon, fruit trees blooming all over town, and Greater Sage Grouse males 
booming ona lek. Another peak experience was seeing a male Ring-necked Pheasant, its coppery plumage 
flashing in the sun. Suzanne fed us delicious food as well as arranging our birding. Her scrumptious ginger snaps 
are now one of Jim s signature recipes.  

 

Saratoga, FL: Along with a bunch of old Rice Buddies, mostly from Baker College, we visited Florida for a long 
weekend,. While most of the group golfed, we birded, managing to find a new lifer for Jim and two for Linda. 

 

Houston: One of our many trips to Houston this year occurred in June participating in the forlorn cause of 
Democratic politics in Texas. Jim wrangled a position as a delegate to the state convention, where Chuck Drinnan 
was also a delegate.  

 

Colorado: In August, we went to Colorado, spending a day visiting Jenny and Terry Cloudman in Vail, before 
driving to Estes Park to hook up with Rosalind (our former foster daughter) and her family. We enjoyed Rocky 
Mountain National Park, one of the most beautiful places on the planet, with Rosalind s children. 

 

Annapolis and DC: On Labor Day we took both Grandmothers to see the newly completed WW II Memorial, the 
Korean War Memorial and the FDR Memorial. We enjoyed a Segway tour or Annapolis instead of a walking tour. 

 

Los Angeles: Claire moved to LaLaLand for a year-long fellowship in Pediatric Anesthesiology. Following 
tradition, we flew there for Thanksgiving with Dama Lil (Linda's Mom) to check out Claire's new digs. Her 
apartment is even smaller than the one in New York City, but cleverly laid out and spiffy thanks to recent 
remodeling. We invited ourselves over to Uncle Jack Findlay's house for the big, delicious meal. The next day, we 
went to the Getty center and had dinner with some cousins at a small Italian restaurant. A fantastic Body Works 
exhibit made up of plasticized actual body parts at the California Science Museum fascinated us for hours. 

 

Saint Croix, US Virgin Islands: Charles and Amy chose St. Croix as the perfect spot for one last vacation before 
moving, and invited us to meet them there in early December for a diving and snorkeling trip. We managed four 
lifer birds despite the small number of species on the island. We enjoyed several great meals, with the notable 
exception of conch, which Jim swears never to eat again. 

http://www.hargrove.org/2004/index.htm


Charles and Amy Abandon the Right Coast for the Left 

Having had their fill of cold winters, Charles and Amy decided to head back to California. They are temporarily camping 
out with Marilyn, Amy's mother, while they look for affordable housing. Charles has started a one year contract with the 
Japanese-American Library in San Francisco. Apparently, they have a couple hundred boxes of material dealing with the 
Internment during World War II. Charles can reach work via a reasonable commute on public transport, a major plus. 
Amy is considering several options in Women s Health Care and Midwifery. 

Claire Also Moves from the Right Coast to the Left 

Claire finished her residency in Anesthesiology at Cornell in New York City and opted to pursue a sub-specialization in 
Pediatric Anesthesiology by taking a one-year fellowship at Children's Hospital in Los Angeles. Having two children 
living in the Golden State gives us a great incentive to work on our California bird list.  

Working long hours doesn't stop Claire from traveling. She took a long trip to Chile with friend Jenny Salomon to try their 
collective hand at adventure travel. The trip involved some white water rafting and similar activities. She also managed a 
short safari in South Africa, a trip to Hawaii with a group of fellow residents, and many weekend jaunts to visit friends. 
As we prepare this report, she is considering an offer from Children's Hospital and Research Center in Oakland, CA, so 
we are likely to be traveling to the Bay Area after July 2005.  

We hope y all are well and extend invitations for you to visit in Austin. We have two guest rooms waiting. Segway tours 
are now available here, as well as lots of art, music, and good food. 

  


